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Dr. Miller's painstaking search through the statutes and the journals 
results in an array of facts that as a rule leaves little for subsequent 
investigators to gather. His interpretation of the facts which he has 
gleaned exhibits familiarity with the literature devoted to Virginia his- 
tory. Thus he follows Stanard in controverting Story's egregious error 
as to the cessation of the assembly's sittings in the reign of Charles I, 
and elaborates W. W. Henry's list of occasions when the legislature 
asserted the right of self-taxation. The volume successfully achieves 
its declared purpose of describing the institutional development of the 
Virginia assembly. The discussion of the wider relations of Virginia 
history to that of England and the other colonies is not always so satis- 
factory and indicates that the author has neglected to some degree the 
recent monographic work of others. For example, the error (perhaps 
a misprint) in Thwaites' The Colonies, where 1746, instead of 1740, is 
given as the date of the English act for naturalization in the colonies, is 
taken over bodily by Dr. Miller. An examination of Carpenter's study 
of Naturalization in England and the American Colonies would not only 
have prevented the slip in the date, but would have enabled Dr. Miller 
to improve his account of the measures concerning naturalization that 
were passed by the Virginia assembly. An excellent analytical table 
of contents makes clear the topical plan upon which the monograph is 
developed. The bibliography suffers from some misprints. 

Railway Corporations as Public Servants. By Henry S. Haines. 
(New York: The Macmillan Company. 1907. Pp. 233.) 

This book is the outgrowth of a series of lectures delivered by the 
author at the Boston University School of Law. The author states in 
his preface that the present work supplements in a way his previous 
work on Restrictive Railway Legislation. The subject is presented in 
nine chapters or lectures, no footnotes or authorities being cited outside 
of the body of the text. The material is presented in a popular manner; 
and the book is interesting throughout, though more or less of a repeti- 
tion of the author's ideas on railway problems as presented in his other 
works. The present work, however, brings the discussion of the railway 
question down to date, and serves well the purpose for which, no doubt, 
it has been published — a popular treatment. 

The nine chapters of the book are as follows: I The Nature of a 
Public Service; II The Public Service of a Railway; III The Public 
Benefits Conferred by Railways; IV The PubUc Burdens Imposed by 
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Railways; V Recent Federal Legislation; VI The Results of Inef- 
fectual Control of Railway Corporations; VII The Reasonableness of 
Railway Rates; VIII The Standard of Railway Service; IX The 
Proper Regulation of Railway Service. The eighth chapter contains 
a highly interesting account of the recent Hill-Harriman activities in 
railway manipulations. In the last chapter Mr. Haines shows himself 
to be decidedly opposed to government ownership as a remedy for rail- 
way evils and abuses, though favoring federal supervision. We are 
not quite sure that the gloomy picture of the consequences of govern- 
ment ownership, as drawn by Mr. Haines, would be the natural resultant 
of such ownership. Our observation of government owned railways 
in Europe leads us to the conclusion that many of the regulations in 
force there might well be introduced here, though it may be possible to 
attain the same results by federal regulation, provided such regulation 
is thorough and effective. 

Frank Edward Horack. 

American Diplomacy under Tyler and Polk. By Jesse S. Reeves. 
Ph.D. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 1907. Pp, 
335.) 

Both as an interesting chapter in the history of the diplomacy of the 
United States, and as dealing with an important and but recently 
exploited period of our national politics. Dr. Jesse S. Reeves's American 
Diplomacy under Tyler and Polk is a timely and welcome work, which 
embodies the lectures delivered in 1906 before the Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity, upon the Albert Shaw foundation in diplomatic history. To 
the lectures as then delivered Dr. Reeves has added as two concluding 
chapters, one which contains the report of Mackenzie, delegated by Polk 
to confer with Santa Anna at Havana, in June, 1846 (here printed for 
the first time), and one upon the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which 
appeared in the American Historical Review for January, 1905. The 
sources of the book are found, first in the state papers, and the corre- 
spondence of Webster, Calhoun, and other leading actors in the tangled 
negotiations of this period, and secondly in the diary of President Polk 
of which Dr. Reeves has made a careful and critical study. Thus excel- 
lently documented the volume is of importance to all who wish to work 
in this field, while the easy style in which the book is written invites the 
attention of the general reader and will make it serviceable to younger 
students. 



